
Radon Credentialing



History
• Late 1980s – EPA launches 

– Radon Measurement Proficiency (RMP)
– Radon Contractor Proficiency (RCP) Program

• Mid 1990s –
– RMP & RCP become Radon Proficiency Program (RPP)
– EPA began investigating privatization of RPP
– American Association of Radon Scientists and 

Technologists (AARST) offers National Radon Safety 
Board (NRSB) proposal



History
• Late 1990s

– CRCPD Radon Stakeholder Meetings
– NEHA piloted a draft radon proficiency program (NEHA-

NRPP)
• Early 2000s 

– CRCPD E-02-2, Criteria for Certification of Radon 
Service Providers, the Accreditation of Radon Chambers 
and Laboratories, and the Approval of Measurement 
Devices

– EPA “equivalency letter” for NEHA-NRPP & NRSB 



History
• Early 2010s 

– NEHA-NRPP becomes NRRP and solely managed by 
AARST

– Non-regulatory state radon program approached by a trade 
organization requesting that their non EPA recognized radon 
credential be included on state web site listing of radon 
service providers

• Now
– EPA adds requirement to list only validated credentialing 

program on SIRG participant web site.
– EPA is working to find a route to ensure quality radon 

services to the public. 



Since Mid 1990s EPA 
continued to receive 
comments that they 
need to stay engaged in 
credentialing.



EPA Notice
[EPA–HQ–OAR–2017–0430; FRL–9966–07–OAR]

Notice of Intent To Establish Voluntary
Criteria for Radon Credentialing Organizations





Federal Register Notice

• Published 8/23/2017
• Public Comment period for 60 days (10/23/17)
• CRCPD requested 60 day extension for comments
• Public comments are now excepted until 11/23

Federal register notices are how federal 
agencies operate openly and transparently.



Scope of Notice

• Only applies to professionals.  
• Can include requirements for professionals to use 

devices meeting specific standards.
• Labs and devices not directly addressed.



“EPA intends to establish 
voluntary criteria outlining 
a standard of competence 
for organizations that 
credential radon service 
providers.”



Terms Defined

• Certification Scheme
• CRCPD
• Credentialing Organization, Certification Body
• Guidance on Federal Conformity Assessment
• International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC)

To understand what are important concepts in any federal 
announcement, pay particular attention to the defined terms.



Terms Defined

• International Organization for Standardization (ISO)
• ISO/IEC 17024:2012
• The National Technology Transfer and Advancement 

Act (NTTAA)
• Voluntary Consensus Standards (VCS)

To understand what are important concepts in any federal 
announcement, pay particular attention to the defined terms.



EPA WANTS 
COMMENTS

Without state, interested party, stakeholder comments….



EPA CONTACT:
Katrin Kral, Indoor Environments Division,
Office of Radiation and Indoor Air 6609T,

Environmental Protection Agency, 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW.,

Washington, DC 20460; 
202–343–9454; kral.katrin@epa.gov.



Specific Comments Sought

1. Overall Approach
2. Application of Voluntary Criteria to State-Run 

Programs
3. Requirements for Accreditation Organizations
4. Development of ISO/IEC 17024:2012 Program-

Related Components



Overall Approach

• States receiving SIRG funding would be required to list 
only providers certified by 17024 compliant certifying 
organizations

• Certifying organizations would have to ensure certificate 
holders meet and maintain certification scheme 
requirements

• Time-frame for phase-in
• Bring existing certificate holders into compliance



Application to State Programs

• Feasibility
• Appropriateness
• Potential impacts / consequences



Requirements for 
Accreditation Organizations

• Accreditation organizations are those that verify 
certifying bodies meet ISO/IEC 17024:2012, Conformity 
assessment — General requirements for accreditation 
bodies accrediting conformity assessment bodies

• Those accrediting organizations must themselves 
demonstrate  ISO/IEC 17011:2004 compliance

• One such accrediting organization serving the US is 
ANSI (https://www.ansi.org/)



Development of
Accreditation Components

(a) EPA develops basic framework for credentialing 
organizations to follow and leaves specifics of scheme 
development and maintenance to certification bodies.
(b) EPA supports development of initial certification 
scheme and leaves maintenance to certification bodies.
(c) EPA supports development and maintenance of 
certification scheme.

EPA is considering supporting the development of the radon 
professional certification scheme to be used by the certification 
bodies in order to reduce barriers to 17024:2012 compliance.



Scheme

• a large-scale systematic plan or arrangement for 
attaining some particular object or putting a particular 
idea into effect. (Google)(Oxford) 

• a systematic or organized configuration (Merriam-
Webster)

Definition of the term scheme applicable in this context:



“Certification Scheme: Component 
of ISO/IEC 17024:2012 that 
outlines competence and other 
requirements related to specific 
occupational or skilled categories 
of persons including…”



Documents Referenced
in Notice 



ISO/IEC 17024:2012

– Structure of 
Organization

– Documentation
– Impartiality
– Confidentiality

– Transparency
– Conflict of Interest
– Legal Matters
– Iterative improvement

Conformity assessment — General requirements for bodies 
operating certification of persons

An international standard for accrediting credentialing bodies.  
Elements of program cover these areas:



CRCPD E-02-2

A currently existing radon certification scheme that includes:
• Certification board structure & administration
• Approval, denial, revocation, appeals
• Certification levels and requirements
• Device approval
• Accreditation of radon laboratories and radon chambers

Criteria for Certification of Radon Service Providers, the Accreditation 
of Radon Chambers and Laboratories, and the Approval of 
Measurement Devices



Further Reading
• https://www.epa.gov/radon/learn-more-about-epas-plans-

establish-voluntary-criteria-radon-credentialing-organizations
• https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=EPA_FRDOC_0001-

21169
• https://c.ymcdn.com/sites/crcpd.site-

ym.com/resource/collection/38E6A758-FF50-4C78-A8DD-
03672B1FD0C6/Radon_Criteria_Document.pdf

• https://webstore.ansi.org/RecordDetail.aspx?sku=ISO%2fIEC+17
024%3a2012

• https://www.ansi.org/Accreditation/credentialing/personnel-
certification/Default



CRCPD SR-R
Clark Eldredge, FL, Chair
phone: 850-245-4888, fax 850-617-6442 
clark.eldredge@flhealth.gov

Joshua Kerber, MN
joshua.kerber@state.mn.us

Anita Kopera, NJ
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