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Home Buyers and Sellers Find Low Radon an Asset
NewsUSA 

(NU) - Are you buying your next home or selling your current home? The decision to do a radon test is just as important as settling the selling price or deciding whether to get a home inspection, according to Phil Jalbert with the U.S. EPA’s Real Estate Team. 

Most Americans acknowledge having heard about radon, Jalbert said. However, many people don’t know that radon is a naturally occurring, odorless and colorless radioactive gas that comes from the decay of uranium, which is found in the soil and water. 

Two scientific reports in 1998 confirmed that radon related lung cancer remains a serious public health problem. According to report author Dr. John Doull of the National Research Council, “Radon in [drinking] water does increase people’s overall exposure… but radon in indoor air is the biggest public health threat.” Most of the risk is due to the transfer of the water borne radon into the indoor air and exposure through inhalation. 

In addition, the National Academy of Sciences estimated 12 percent of lung cancer deaths are caused by radon each year. The Academy said that radon continues as the second leading cause of lung cancer death after smoking, and that very small exposures can result in lung cancer. 

EPA recommends that people fix their homes when radon levels reach 4 picocuries per liter of air (pCi/L) or more – a level 10 times higher than the average outdoor level, or, 4 pCi/L or less. 

Everything you need to know about radon can be found in EPA’s Home Buyer’s and Seller’s Guide to Radon. You can also call your local health department for help. If you need a radon test kit, call 1-800-SOS-Radon, or check the phone book for local radon service providers. 

Got a question about how to fix the radon in your home? Take a look at EPA’s Consumer’s Guide to Radon Reduction, and call the Consumer Research Council’s radon fix-it hotline at 1-800-644-6999. 

You can also visit www.epa.gov/iaq or www.epa.gov/iaq/radon/pubs.html for online radon information. The Web site also lists state radon officers and their toll-free numbers for in-state callers.
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